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MIGRANTS  IN  AUSTRALIA 

 

 
 

 

In the 2011 Census, there were 5.3 million 

migrants in Australia 

One in every four (26%) Australian residents 

was born overseas 



MIGRANTS IN AUSTRALIA BY COUNTRY OF BIRTH 

2001 AND 2011 



 LENGTH OF RESIDENCE IN AUSTRALIA BY 
COUNTRY OF BIRTH – 2011 



 

PEOPLE LIVING IN A MAJOR URBAN AREA or CITY 
 BY COUNTRY OF BIRTH - 2011 



TOP SUBURBS FOR MIGRANTS IN BRISBANE - 2011 

    % 

Robertson   62.0 

Brisbane City  59.3 

Stretton   57.0 

MacGregor  56.4 

Sunnybank  53.5 

Calamvale   53.4 

Runcorn   52.8 

Sunnybank Hills  51.4 

Eight Mile Plains  50.3 

South Brisbane  50.0 



SUNNYBANK : LOCATION 



SUNNYBANK : LOCATION 



HISTORY OF SUNNYBANK & CHINESE MIGRATION 
 

•1885 : Sunnybank was established after the 
construction of the South Coast railway line 

•1890 : Sunnybank Railway Station was built 

•Farmers could send fruit and vegetables to 
Brisbane Markets faster than the horse and 
cart  

•1920s : Sunnybank became Brisbane’s ‘fruit 
bowl’ with many small-crop farms, including 
Chinese market gardens 

 

 

 

 

 



Sunnybank Railway Station c. 1890 



HISTORY OF SUNNYBANK & CHINESE MIGRATION 

 

•End of World War II -- decline of farming 

• 1940s : Reasons for the demise of farming : 

• Storms destroyed large quantities of crops 

• Changes in subdivision laws 

• Growth of other agricultural districts 

• Dispute between farmers and a local 
cannery 



HISTORY OF SUNNYBANK & CHINESE MIGRATION 

•In the late 1950s, farms were displaced and new 
residential estates developed. A local resort, The Oasis 
was opened in 1959.  With its tropical gardens, pools and 

a mini zoo, it attracted tourists to Sunnybank.  

•In 1989, Oasis was closed and the site was 
developed in 1990 as an elite housing estate. 

 

 

 



HISTORY OF SUNNYBANK & CHINESE MIGRATION 

The 1980s saw an flux of educated, urbane and 
relatively affluent Chinese migrants to Sunnybank 

The Australian Government Immigration quotas were 
set to encourage young professionals and 

business people to migrate to Australia 

The 1982 Commonwealth Games hosted by Brisbane 
showcased the city to the world 



HISTORY OF SUNNYBANK & CHINESE MIGRATION 

 

The World Expo in 1988 accelerated the growth of Brisbane, 
attracting an influx of ethnic Chinese migrants. 

The Tiananmen Square student protests of 1989 and 

Australia’s humanitarian policies have allowed 

more students to settle in Australia permanently. 

Since then, large numbers of migrants from Mainland China, 
Hong Kong and Taiwan have settled in 

Australia and Brisbane every year 
 

http://eprints.qut.edu.au/71142/1/Zolin_-_Ethnic_enclave_lifecycle_-_ACERE.pdf


CHINESE  MIGRANTS  IN  BRISBANE  FESTIVAL  PARADE 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Chinese migration has enriched Brisbane's cultural melting pot 
 



It is said that the layout of the suburbs of Brisbane 
resembled a dragon.  Sunnybank is said to be the 'heart' of 
the dragon, a symbol of power, strength, abundant fortune 

and good luck in Chinese culture 



HOW DID SUNNYBANK GET ITS NAME? 

• In 1862, Sunnybank was reportedly named after a village in 
Lancashire as it was the birthplace of a local fruit farmer. The 
area's rich soil  was ideal for fruit and vegetables, flowers and 
nursery products 

•SUNNYBANK would originally have been the territory of the 
Chepara clan of Eight Mile Plains 

•Brisbane City Council historians say the first white settlers were 
convict groups building a road between Brisbane and Ipswich 

•The area was rich with wildlife, had good soil and soon became 
an agricultural centre 

•A military map in 1922 showed that it had about 30 houses 

•During the 1940s and 1950s Sunnybank was part of the green 
belt around Brisbane. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.couriermail.com.au/news/queensland/brisbane-suburbs-a/story-fnkbjxqk-1226743774156
http://www.couriermail.com.au/news/queensland/brisbane-suburbs-a/story-fnkbjxqk-1226743774156


HOW DID SUNNYBANK GET ITS NAME? 

•In 1885, the railway line was extended from Yeerongpilly 
to the area 

•The line, including the station, was to run through a farm 
called Sunnybrae. The name of a Scottish village 

•"Bank" was the English equivalent of "brae" so the station 
was named Sunnybank 

•During the 1880s, the area was a popular place for 
Chinese market gardens.  

•Sunnybank remains a culturally diverse suburb with a 
strong Asian influence 
 

Ref :  Secret history of Brisbane's suburbs from A to Z 

http://www.couriermail.com.au/news/queensland/brisbane-from-a-to-z/story-fnkbjxqk-1226739457543 

 



WHO  LIVES  IN  SUNNYBANK? 

•In the 2011 census, the population of Sunnybank was 
8,091 

• The median age was 34 years, 3 years below the 
Australian median 

• 44.1% of people living in Sunnybank were born in 
Australia, compared to the national average of 69.8% 

• Foreign born migrants came from China 15.1%, Taiwan 
7.1%, India 3.5%, New Zealand 2.8%, Vietnam 2.3%.  

•48% of people spoke only English at home. 

• 20.4%  spoke Mandarin, 7.4% Cantonese, 2% 
Vietnamese, 1.7% Korean, 1.6% Punjabi. 



 

ECONOMIC ACTIVITIES  IN SUNNYBANK 
 
  

•The Chinese migrants come from business or 
professional backgrounds 

•Asian restaurants are numerous 

•Asian grocery stores & supermarkets 

•Medical centres, pharmacies, dental clinics 

•Traditional Chinese remedies, acupuncture 

•Real estate agencies 

•Travel agencies 

•International university students 

 



SUNNYBANK  :  A  GOURMETS’  PARADISE 

Ref : Sunnybank : Brisbane's Little Asia   http://www.mustdobrisbane.com/features/sunnybank-brisbanes-little-asia 

 

http://www.mustdobrisbane.com/features/sunnybank-brisbanes-little-asia
http://www.mustdobrisbane.com/features/sunnybank-brisbanes-little-asia
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ETHNIC  CHINESE  MIGRANTS  FROM  PAPUA  NEW  GUINEA 



Ethnic Chinese Migrants from Papua New Guinea 
Speaker : Mr Ken Cheung, President of the Cathay Club 

•Following PNG’s independence on 16th September 1975, a large 
number of PNG Chinese migrated to Brisbane 

•On 26th March 1981, the Cathay Community Association of 
Brisbane or the Cathay Club was formally incorporated. 

•  The first few years of the Cathay Club were centred  on the 
recreational needs of members and friends 

• In the late 1970s there was a big influx of Asian migrants. Most 
were refugees and they were having real struggles to settle into a 
new way of life here in Australia 

• In April 1984, a small office in the Valley was set up and a social 
worker was employed to assist the migrants in all areas of 
settlement. 

•With a grant from the Department of Immigration, the Cathay Club 
was able assist these migrants. 



TAIWAN WOMEN’S LEAGUE, BRISBANE  

SPEAKER  :  MAYER HOU 

PRESIDENT, TAIWAN WOMEN’S LEAGUE,   2014 - 2016 



Migrants from Taiwan in Sunnybank 
35 per cent of all Taiwanese 
immigrants chose to live in 
Queensland 

Brisbane has the second largest 
single concentration of Taiwanese 
immigrants with 31.2 per cent 

Another 4.9 per cent lived on the 
Gold Coast 

Many Taiwanese migrants 
entered Australia as business 
migrants 
 



Migrants from Taiwan in Sunnybank 

Well-educated, affluent 
professionals. 

New business opportunities. 

Lifestyle - open-space, clean air. 

Good education for their 
children. 

Businessman Gordon Fu, (Fu 
Hsien-da) owns Sunnybank Plaza 
and Sunny Park Shopping Centre. 

He represents the new 
generation of entrepreneurs in 
the Southside of  Brisbane. 



Is Sunnybank the true Chinatown? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunnybank may be regarded as Brisbane's 

new Chinatown, with the traditional Fortitude 

Valley area seen as "old China“  --  expensive, 

a parking hassle and designed primarily for 

Western tourists. 
 

Young Chinese from Sunnybank, mostly from 

Taiwan or mainland China, see Chinatown in 

Fortitude Valley as the home of Brisbane's 

night clubs, and not the centre of their 

culture. Many of the young Chinese are 

international students at Griffith University 

 
 

 

 



Sunnybank attracts the younger generation and 
the more recent migrants 

Jung-Mao Chen said Fortitude Valley's 

Chinatown was "old China“ and 

was not interesting to Asian people.  

 "It is for tourists."  
 



Proposed  $40m  Upgrade  to  Market  Square,  Sunnybank 

An additional 7911sq m of commercial space 

■ Extra 304 carpark spaces ;  Demolition of existing Westpac building 

■ Four-storey construction ;  Construction to be completed over three stages 

■ Stage 1 of construction to start in 2017 ; Development worth $35-$40m  

■ Potential 24-hour operation of new tenants 

 

 



SUNNYBANK  :  A  VIBRANT  COMMUNITY, 
A  COMMERCIAL  POWERHOUSE 


